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SWIMMING WORLD CROWNS AQUABOMBERS NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 

  

Cincinnati, OH ---- The St. Xavier Swimming & Diving team was christened National Champions by 
Swimming World magazine for the 2016-17 season.  The top swimming publication for half a century, annually 
ranks the fastest performances in high school swimming using a top 16 scoring system for the eleven 
scholastic events. 

St. X finished with 140 points to narrowly out distance Indiana champs, Carmel H.S. who garnered 131.5.  
Earlier in the summer, the AquaBombers earned the National Interscholastic Swimming Coaches Association 
(NISCA) DUAL MEET POWER POINT National title.  It is the program’s fourth Swimming World victory 
(2017, 2001, 1992, 1973) and ninth NISCA triumph (2017, 2016, 2015, 2008, 2007, 2003, 2002, 2001, 1999). 

While the margin of victory on the scoreboard was 8 ½ points, the difference on the stop watch was a scant 
.25 of a second.  The team’s line-up was designed to maximize the relay power of the squad and the athletes 
delivered with 100 relay points.  All three relays established new Ohio and school records as well as top 5 
national finishes. 

 200 MEDLEY RELAY Justin Grender (’18), Charles Leibson (’17), Luke Sobolewski (’17), Nicholas 
 Perera (’18)   1:20.66 – 5th in U.S. 

 200 FREE RELAY  Perera, Leibson, Grender, Grant House (’17)   1:21.44 - 3rd in U.S. 

 400 FREE RELAY  House, Perera, Sobolewski, Grender  2:58.13 – 1st in U.S. 

In addition, Grant House, Ohio’s most decorated swimmer of all time, picked up 31 points with his swims in 
the 200 Free (1:35.59 – 4th in U.S.) and 500 Free (4:19.15 – 3rd in U.S.)  Rounding out the National scoring 
was Luke Sobolewski’s 9th place finish in 100 Back (48.23), good for 9 points. 

Facing some of the best competition in the country on a regular basis, the AquaBombers were able to run the 
table with an undefeated season in dual, invitational, league and state events, punctuated with a record setting 
38th OHSAA Div. I State Championship. 

“To see our student athletes and coaches on the cover of Swimming World is a humbling and gratifying sight.  
It was a very special season in so many ways.  Our divers, swimmers, coaches, support staff, families, alums, 
administration, friends and fans, as well as our remarkable competition are to be congratulated,” summarized 
head coach Tim Beerman. 
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