
St. Xavier High School Commencement Exercises Welcome Address 

June 3, 2010 

Michael Conway (’10) 

Members of the board, Fr. Howe, Mr. Mueller, faculty and staff, family, friends, fellow 
graduates, welcome to tonight’s Commencement Exercises. Tonight’s event is important for two 
reasons, though they are somewhat contradictory. First, tonight marks the conclusion of this 
class’s high school career and provides closure to the past four years. But this experience is not 
merely a celebration of the past. As the title indicates, tonight is also a new beginning, a 
commencement of the next phase of our journeys. We may end a chapter tonight, but the book of 
our lives has just begun. 

I consider the beginning of my time at St. Xavier to be the freshman family conference, where I 
was introduced to the concept of the Graduate at Graduation—the characteristics that mark the 
ideal St. Xavier graduate—Open to Growth, Intellectually Competent, Loving, Religious, and 
Committed to Doing Justice. It is hoped that we all grow in these five areas during our time at St. 
Xavier, and we were even given the opportunity to reflect on our growth and target our future 
improvement with the Grad at Grad paper at the conclusion of the sophomore religion class, 
Faith and Sacraments, and its accompanying Junior Family Conference. Yet, despite the 
substantial progress we have all made and the various opportunities to further our growth 
provided by the school, if someone asked me whether the class of 2010 has truly become the 
ideal Graduate at Graduation, I would have to argue no. By all accounts, I maintain that we have 
failed to develop completely into the ideal Graduate at Graduation in the past four years. But 
that’s really quite ok. 

For all intents and purposes, becoming perfectly open to growth, intellectually competent, 
loving, religious, and committed to doing justice is impossible even over a lifetime, much less 
four short years. Though I believe it is mistaken to deem the class of 2010 to be a finished 
product or a sparkling example of the Grad at Grad, it would be the height of foolishness to deny 
the presence of genuine growth in all five characteristics. We are, without a doubt, more 
developed in all these characteristics than we were at the beginning of our freshman year. 
Judging by our past growth, it seems obvious that we can anticipate even more in the future, and 
this optimism makes tonight about beginning something new as much as ending the experience 
of the past four years. This time, we are not beginning from square one as our levels of aspiration 
have increased along with our potential world stage—or as Mr. Hodun might say, our initial 
value has increased, making the net value larger as the two entities are directly proportional.  

In the last week of school for seniors, all religion classes went to the chapel to listen to Brother 
Jim Boynton, a member of Team Rubicon, an organization providing direct relief to Haiti after 
the devastating earthquake and aftershock. What I found most profound in his talk, however, had 
nothing to do with Haiti. At the very beginning, he mentioned how impressed he was with the 
facilities and physical layout of the school when given a tour, but he said that the core of St. 
Xavier is the students and faculty. Furthermore, wherever faculty or students go, they establish 
St. Xavier through their actions.  



For this new beginning is about spreading St. Xavier to the world as we all take our different 
paths. Tonight marks the closure of our time living in the institutional St. Xavier and the 
commencement of our time bringing St. Xavier to others. Since the people of St. Xavier are 
distinguished by a relentless drive to live the Grad at Grad, it makes sense that this continuous 
striving for this perfection is, in fact, the outgrowth of St. Xavier to the rest of the world. Thus, 
by living the Grad at Grad, all members of the St. Xavier community transplant the spirit of St. 
Xavier from the building in Cincinnati to various locations around the world. Through this 
constant effort, a dialectic of sorts occurs. 

I imagine this outgrowth of St. Xavier to be akin to an enormous tree. The act of living the Grad 
at Grad serves as the roots. This attempt to live the Grad at Grad ultimately manifests itself into 
concrete actions, often in service to others. The first few acts provide a foundation - a trunk to 
the tree - while future acts stem from this foundation and create branches to this tree. As time 
passes and these deeds grow in number, the branches significantly increase in size and begin to 
bear seeds. These seeds will prove most vital to the growth of St. Xavier and the characteristics 
of the Grad at Grad. No one operates in a vacuum, and no act goes completely unnoticed. By 
going forth to live the Grad at Grad, we will inevitably inspire others to do the same. 
Consequently, these large branches will gradually plant seeds—seeds of inspiration encouraging 
others to live the Grad at Grad similarly. One person—an individual tree—may lead to the 
growth of five additional people who may inspire another five people each. Seeds continue to fall 
from the branches and one tree leads to the germination of many more. When all members of the 
St. Xavier community and the countless number of people inspired by their example across the 
world are taken into account, a veritable forest of St. Xavier emerges. 

With this phenomenon in mind, I offer my own corollary to the classic St. Xavier concept of the 
Long Blue Line. The Long Blue Line does a fine job of demonstrating the connection between 
all generations of St. Xavier alums. Yet, it also carries a connotation of distance within the line 
itself, and, so, is not entirely suitable to this idea of spreading St. Xavier. As such, I propose the 
image of the Large Blue Circle to describe the sharing of St. Xavier we go forth to do this night. 
If I recall Mrs. Zins’ geometry class correctly, by definition, the radius of a circle is the distance 
from the center to any point along the circle, and this distance remains constant. Similarly, we 
are all about to embark on different paths that may take us to opposite sides of the country or 
even the world, but we still share the common endeavor to live the Grad at Grad. This common 
endeavor stems from the fact that we are all equidistant from the center of the circle--St. Xavier 
High School. 

We have no way of knowing what the future may hold for us. I am sure we will all encounter 
great success and stunning happiness along with blood, toil, tears, and sweat—as….. Living the 
Grad at Grad will undoubtedly be difficult and sometimes seem very distant. Yet, we need not 
fear these times of struggle. We can always find solidarity with others living the same struggle 
by recalling the center and origin of the Large Blue Circle. This common bond will never cease 
and will be a source of comfort forever. Furthermore, times of struggle are to be expected in all 
noble endeavors such as this one. With this in mind, let us recall the admonition of the Letter to 
the Hebrews. Let us “persevere in running the race that lies before us.” Thank you.  


